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■ Truliant Federal Credit Union has been awarded an Innovation Grant for the 
amount of $22,840 by the National Credit Union Foundation. The grant  
 
 
will be used by Truliant for its TruOpportunity Builder Program, a program for 
potential small-business owners and entrepreneurs. The grant will help Truliant 
provide entrepreneurial education, credit counseling and strategic planning for small-
business owners in five underserved areas of North Carolina and Virginia. 

■ Shay Soker has been elected president of N.C. Tissue Engineering and 
Regenerative Medicine, which promotes basic research, commercial development 
and education in tissue engineering and regenerative medicine in North Carolina. 
Soker is an associate professor of regenerative medicine at Wake Forest University 
Baptist Medical Center. He will organize and be the chairman of the next N.C. 
Tissue Engineering and Regenerative Medicine annual meeting in November 2009 
at Piedmont Triad Research Park. 

■ The Medical Alumni Association of the Wake Forest University School of Medicine 
has recognized Dr. George Podgorny with its Distinguished Achievement Award for 
2008. Podgorny was presented the award recently at the annual Dean's Leadership 
Circle dinner by Dr. William B. Applegate, the dean of the medical school. 

■ Rick Amme recently delivered a presentation on crisis leadership to more than 600 
attorneys and members of the U.S. Air Force JAG Corps at a conference in the 
Washington area. He is the head of Amme & Associates, a crisis public-relations 
company in Winston-Salem. 

■ Harvey Moser of King, who is the president of the King Farmers Market, has joined 
the Strategic Planning Council. He is a local farmer who works with other limited-
resource farmers to promote sustainability for small farmers. The council advises the 
Cooperative Extension Program at N.C. A&T State University. 

■ The College for Financial Planning in Denver said that Rebecca B. Phipps has 
successfully completed the Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor Professional 
Designation Program. The program prepares people for the changing demands of 
the retirement-planning profession. Phipps has an office at 250 Executive Park 
Boulevard, Suite 110 in Winston-Salem. 

■ Two graphic-design projects created by ShapiroWalker Design in Winston-Salem 
were selected for inclusion in PRINT Magazine's Regional Design Annual (South) 
published in late October. The chosen designs include Moravian-cookie packaging 
developed for Salem Baking Co. and exhibition materials for the Reynolda House 
Museum of American Art's "Wings of Adventure: Smith Reynolds and the Flight of 
898 Whiskey" show put on in late 2007. 

■ Karen Googe, the firm administrator with the law firm of Lewis & Daggett, has 
been elected the president of the Triad Association of Legal Administrators. She will 
give particular attention to growing membership, increasing vendor-sponsorship 
programs, and increasing participation in the association's continuing-education 
program. 

Also, Stuart Punger with Lewis & Daggett has become the chairman of the education 
sub-Committee for the Young Lawyers Division of the N.C. Advocates for Justice. 
Punger concentrates his practice in the personal-injury area for Lewis & Daggett. 
Julie Bell has become the chairwoman of the Auto Torts Section of the N.C. 
Advocates for Justice, which has 700 members. She does personal-injury work for 
clients and has been with Lewis & Daggett since 1999. She manages claims 
involving serious personal injuries, wrongful deaths and automobile accidents. 

■ Monica R. Guy, an attorney with the law firm of Bell, Davis & Pitt P.A. has been 
certified as a family-law specialist in North Carolina by the noard of legal 
specialization of the North Carolina Bar. The board was established to create a 
method by which qualified North Carolina lawyers might become certified as 
specialists in designated areas of the law. 
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